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INDIAN DIASPORA WORLD CONVENTION 2017

Centennial of Abolition of Indian Indenturedstup: End of an Era of Indian
Migration & Embariang on New Fr s and Achievements

17th - 20th March 2017 - Trinidad & Tobago



Indian Diaspora World Convention 2017--
A Resounding Success

The Indian Diaspora World Convention 2017 was a resounding success), iegfddad & Tobago

from 17" Marchi 20" March 2017 to commemorate the YGthniversary of the official abolition of

Indian indentureship. Each of the series of events with capacity attendance, was historic and substantive
focusing on the centenniahd its impact, to complement the entire convention which was attended by
delegates from various countries, including high ranking officials from various countries including

India.

20" March 2017 marks theentennial of official abolition of Indian Indentureship, an era spanning the
years 18341917. The migration contract process finally concluded in 1986.long, painful history,
perseverance and achievements of Indian Indentureship are deeply embedded with tremendous
significance, history and reflections to millions of descendants living in many countries. These are the
countries in Asia, Africa and the Caribbean which were tbipients ofindian Indentured labourers
seeking better livelihoods. They included: Mauritius, Fiji, Malaysia, South Africa, Guyana, Trinidad,
Suriname, Jamaica, Belize and other countries ofdrébean, as well as former French colonies of
Reunion Island, Seychelles, Guadeloupe, Martinique and French Guiana.

The convention was conceptualizaad introducedby the Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC)
president Ashook Ramsaran as a global event with several countries participating, and the convention
was hosted by partners and affiliates IDC Trinidad & Tobago headed by Dr. Rampersad Parasram,
National @uncil of Indian Culture (NCIC) headed by Dr. Deokinanan Sharma; Sanatan Dharma Maha
Sabha (SDMS) headed by Shri Sat Maharaj and Vijay Maharaj; and several other supporting
organizations and partners. Mr. Deo Gosine coordinated on behalf of IDC intemhatidrEna Maraj

who chaired the Monument Centennial Committee.

Hon Keith Rowley, Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago was the chief guest at the opening ceremonies
on 17" March held at NCIC and spoke of the contributions of Indian indentured laboutkes in
development of Trinidad & Tobago and other impacted countries. The event included commemorative
cultural presentations and was highlighted by remarks and centennial tributes by PM Rowley; Hon.
Moses Nagamootoo, Prime Minister of Guyana; Shri DnyanasMulay, Secretary of Overseas Indian

Af fairs, Il ndi ads Ministry of External Affairs;
Zealand; Shri Harish Dwivedi, Indian MP representing Uttar Pradesh; Smt. Rama Devi, Indian MP
representing Bihar, HoBr enda Hood, Grenadadés Minister of C

High Commissioner to Trinidad & Tobago; the traditional lighting of the lamp was by Ashook
Ramsaran, Dr. Rampersad Parasram and Dr. Deokinanan Dharma, all of whom remarked on the
significance of the centennial and its impact on many countries globally.

A keep sake convention commemorative magazine was released at the opening ceremonies by IDC
president Ashook Ramsaran. It included an attractive cover design, messages of congsadul@tion

good wishes from 22 prominent officials, organizations and institutions, including Smt Sushma Swaraj,

|l ndi ads Minister of External Af fairs; PM Rowl e\
Ralph Gonsalves (St Vincent); PM Keith Hollness (dema); His Excellency King of Zululand; former
presidents Bharrat Jagdeo and Donald Ramotar; Ela Gandhi, granddaughter of Mahatma Gandhi; and
several others from various countries.
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Charting New Frontiersndchaired by Dr, Primnath Gooptar, was held oft 288" March at specious

NCIC facilities, and included prominent international experts, historians and researchers discussing and
deliberating pertinent matterelated to:Commemoration of the centennial of abolition of Indian
IndenturedshipHistory of Indian Indenturedshierspectives on the end of an ehadian
IndenturedshipHardships, endurance, religious sustenance and cultural su®p@brtunities with
challenges for Unparalleled Progress and Achievenegcendants of Indian Indenturedship and the

P10s experiengesecond journeyMotivation, Assimilation & Adaptation

Inaugural session of trecademic conference featured Shri Dnydmear Mulay, Secretary of Overseas

|l ndi an Affairs, |l ndi ads Ministry of External Af
engagement of the diaspora and the bonds connecting many genefalimiignsaround the world;
others included: PM Nagamootoo, Smt. RamDevi , I ndiabds MP represent.

Parasram, Sir Anand Satyanand, Ashook Ramsaran and Dr Deokinand Sharma.

IDC International president Ashook Ramsaran, ably assisted by IDC Trinidad & Tobaginator

Deo Gosine and Resolutions-chairperson Dennis Ramdahin, concluded the conference with a
summarywrap-up and a series of progressive agenda resolutions adopted by convention. These
resolutiongncluded: Convening the Indian Diaspora World Convention annually in different cauntrie
of the Indian Diaspora on rotating basis, following up on the resolutions and actions items adopted at
each convention, and beginning with Indian Diaspora World Convention 2018 to be convened in
Durban, South Africa in March 2018dditional resolutions adoptedevelop a practical, progressive

and visionary road map for more engagement and progress in all segments of society globally: Science
& technology, education, medical and professional, agriculture, economics, politics, human rights
advocacy, geragl equality, infants and youth, environmental sustainability, health andberaty, inter
ethnic relationships, peaceful resolutions of conflicts; and other social improvements

On the evening of March 18, A mdbTrinidBd&Tobago,coigeed De vy ,
a reception/dinner at his residence. In addition to superb cultural presentations,Nshlaydand Smt.
Rama Devi spoke about I ndiads connection.to the

A classic gala banquet was held at the Girls College of Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha (SDMS) with chief
guest former Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago, Hon. Kamla Persad Bissessar who articulated the
history and impact of Indian indentureship. A series ofrfol@resentations highlighting indentureship

was presented by the students. Sir Anand Satyanand spoke of his roots from India to Fiji and New
Zealand.

A suitably designed commemorativ®numentt Saith Park in Chaguanagiinidad & Tobagoon 20"
March2017 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of official abolition of Indian Indentureship, a
historic milestone in the journey of people of Indian origin who left India generations ago. As honoured
tribute and well deserved recognition of those who madptimeey, endured unexpected hardships and
achieved beyond expectations. This historic milestone in the journey of people of Indian origin who left
India generations ago would another significant and historic marker of their journey to other lands
seeking letter livelihoods.

The inscription readn Commemoration of the 10@nniversary of Abolition of Indian Indentureship
(18341917) and in recognition and honoured tribute to those who made the treacherous journeys from
India to far awaylands and endured severe hardships while seeking better livelihoods following
emancipation of slavery in 1834, and with profound gratitude for the pioneering spirit and invaluable
contributions by Indian indentured labourers and their descendants t@tied,sultural and economic
development of their new homelands.

The unvding wasdone byHW Mayor of Chaguanas, Hon. Gopaul Boodhan; HReverly Reid

Samuel, Permanent Sédinistry of Comm. Development, Culture & AtJE Amb. Bishwadip Dey,

Indian High Commto Trinidad & TobagpDeo Gosine, chairmabeo Gosine Foundation; Ena Maraj,

chair, Centennial Commemoration Committdeshook Ramsaran, president of IDCAnOther

participating in the ceremony included: SirAnd@ t y anand; MP Sur uj Rambac
Ambassador Pendergast; Rampersad Parasram and Dr. Deokinanan Sharma.



Opening Ceremonies at NCI(

Indian Diaspora World Convention 2017
Commemuoration of 100th Anniversary of
Ahbalition of Indian Indentureship
Theme: GLOBAL INIMAN
IMASPORA-CHARTING NEW FRONTIERS
17th - 20th March 2017
Trinidad & Tobago

Friday 17w March 2017 — Evening
Yenue: NCIC NAGAR
2E-38 Narzaloo Ramaya Marg Road
Chaguanas 502128
I'minidad & Tobago

OPENING CEREMONY & CULTURAL EVENING

Tentative Program

o National Anthem

®  [mterfaith Tnvocation

» Somg: hrs Seromanie Maharay

®  HWelcome: Pundit Deokinanan Sharma
*  Cuwltaral Presentafion

® (rrecfings: Pundit T Rampersad Parasram (IDC-TT)
Mr. Ashook Ramsaran (1DC Int'l)

& O ulinral Presentafion
o Messages (8): Amb. Shri Mulay, Secretary Ministry of External Affairs, India
Hon, Moses Magamooteo, Prime Minister of Guyana
Shrimati Rama Devi Member of Parliament (Bihar). India
Sir Anand Satvanand, former Governor General of New Zealand
Hon. Brenda Hood, Minister of Culture & Cooperatives, Grenada
& Culinral Presenfation
* Conv, Lawnch Hon, Dr, Keith Rowley, Prime Mimister { Chief Guest)

o Closing Remarks

o Master of Ceremonies: Mr. Surujdeo Mungaroo
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Indian Diaspora World Convention 2017
Commemaoration of 100th Anniversary of
Abuolition of Indian Indentureship
Shared heritage, aspirations and inlerests
Theme: GLOBAL INDTAN
DIASPORA— CHARTING NEW FRONTIERS
17th - 20th March 2017
Trinidad & Tobagzo

Academic Conference 2017
18th -19th March 2017
Venue: NCIC NAGAR
28-18 MNarsaloo Ramaya Marg Road,
Chaguanas 502128, Trinidad & Tobago

Saturday 15th March 2017

H.00- .40 am

Regisiration

#.40- §.45 am

Remarks by Day Chair: Brinsley Samaroo

PANEL 1 THE HERITAGE AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS

Panel Chair: Bridget Brereton

PRESENTERS

Nisha Ramracha
Significance of History and Archacology Studies within the Indian Diaspora.

Crizpin Bates
Fost 1857 migration and the role of Intermediaries in the South Asian Diaspora.

Wishnu Bandhu ; Racial and Political Diserimination and Yictimization in Guyana

Hira Singh: How Indian Indenture Civilized England.

%.45- 10.15 am

Ramshankar Dubey: Canses of Migration of Indentured Labor from Central
Province and Berar (India) Overseas

10:15=10:25am

BHEAK

(Inaugural Session) FORMAL OPENING OF CONFERENCE

Address

Tentative Program

Chafrman TDCTT <% Dr. Rampersad Parasram

Welcame Chair Academic Council- Dr. Primnath Gooptar

Remarks IDC Invernarional- Ashook Ramsaran

Introduction of ARSP Defegate - By Dr. Deokinanan Sharma (MCIC)
Messape - ARSP Delegate

Amb. Shri Mulay, Secretary Ministry of External AfTairs, India

Addresses by Hon. Moses Nagamootoo, Prime Minister of Guyana

Shrimati Bama Devi Member of Parhament {Bihar), India

Sir Anand Satyanand, former Governor General of New Zealand
Hon. Prince Ishwar Eamlutchman Mabheka Zula {South Africa
Brenda Hood, Minister of Culture & Cooperatives, Grenada
Oither invited officials

Concluding Remarks







