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Salutation
Good evening, good morning, Namaste, Salaame and all.
Before we begin:

| humbly request that we pause for a moment of silence for the many who passed away due to Covic
19.We pray forapermanent cure very soon for this disease for all of humakigyalso mourn the

loss of life due to pervasive gun violence inflected on innocent people, recently 4 Sikhs among 9 kille
in Indianapolis, USA and 4 Asian women among the 8 killed in Atldu&a.

And a moment of solidarity with the people of St Vincent & the Grenadines where a volcanic eruption
has devastated the island resulting in massive evacuation. Of the 107,000 people there, approximate
7,000 are PIOs. Our best wishes and suppotth®people of St Vincent & the Grenadines.

We also recognize and condemn the atrocities against people in many parts of the world, and we urc
peaceful resolutions of conflicts and disputes, in particular-ettaric conflicts which result is deaths,
deprivation and displacement of untold masses of people.

Thank you.

Introduction

| am very pleased to have been selected to be the Plenary Speaker at this lecture and I look forward
presenting useful informatiohjstory, statistics and perspectivesich would providea better
understanding of the subject matter:

Indians in the Caribbean: A Unique Journey, History and Progress

My special thank$o Program ConvengProf. Tribhuwan Prasad, HeaflDepartment of African
Studies at Delhi Universityandthe otherorganizers of this lecture at this prestigious institution

Co-ConvenersDr. Rashmi Kapooand Dr. Sandipani Dash

| feel privileged to be in the company of Progr&@imairperson, Shri Shyam Parande, Secretary General
of ARSP and someone with wim | am acquainted.

| am also privileged to be in the same program asthest of Honour, Shyam Jaju, Former National
Vice President, Bhartiya Janata Party.

| also appreciate all those who are attending this lecture, many of my associates ancafeoitiers
from several continents and time zones. Thank you for being suppamtVe&lo hope to meet your
expectations.

| am speaking to you from New York where itos
in New York and | wake up earlywery morning so this timing is excellent.



Background

When Prof. Tribhuwan Prasad Delhi Universitycontacted me about this lecture, he pointed out that
my background and expertise would provicdefulinformation for the subject matter.

My full name s Ashook Kumar RamsaraNote that the spelling of my name was registered at the
time of my birth by nodAndians who were the civil servants at that time, and actual spelling was basec
on phonetic interpretation.

My f atherds name wdadsheRams anmraanme; Rmyn droarmdafna

One of the very early Indian arrivals in then British Guianagneat grandfather named Pooriya left
Kolkataaboard the ship Adelaidend arrived in then British Guiana (now Guyaima}l853. The

journey took approximately 100 dagnd there were average 400 passengers per ship load bound for
the coloniesNormally 10% of passengers died per trip.

My great grandmother named Radhah left Kollddaard the shigolgrainand arrived in then British
Guiana (now Guyanah 1860.

Theywere marriedust a few years lateand raised a family together.
My grandfathemamedRamlocharwasborn in 1867My fathernamedRamsaranvasborn in 1914

| was born in Guyanin 1968 attended high schotitanks to a scholarship from the plantation
company.l graduated 2 years egn than children of my ag&orked briefly as a primary school
teacher, then in the magistratebs court bef or
early agdor studies abroad.

| would have gone to UK bumy parents could not afford the costs, so | decided to come to USA where
more opportunities were available after the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1965.
Like my great grandfather Pooriya in 1853, | was one of the early arrivals from Guyana in USA.

| attended technical uni versity and obtained
computer electronicswhile raising a family andecomingsettled and assimilate a new homeland.

| must credit my forefathers for their pioneeringrépendurance and determination to make a better
livelihood for themselves and their familieand in doing so, make the new land or country a better
place.

To that extent, | believe that was persons of Indian origin (PIGsve succeeded beyond
expectations.

You should know that | am not a Diaspora scholar as definpdreacademic termsl have done a lot

of research, traveled widely to India and countries of the Indian Diaspora, organized and participated
Diaspora conferences, seminars agpchposia in India, Europe, UK, USA, Central America, the
Caribbean and other places.



Background

| am theonly nonacademi oar d member of St. Johnds Univer
American Studies (CLACS) and collaborate annually on issuiesepest and concern on migration to

the United States. In addition, since 2004 through 2015, | have chaired and/or made presentations a
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) in India, the annual convention for engagement with the Diaspora.

| am convincedhatl do bring the unique experience, emotions, enthusiasm, interest and energy of a
person of Indian origin (P10O)

| will attempt to provide you with the insights, history, experiences and perspectives on the basis of
documentedhistory, research andritings of so many scholars and writers who labour continuously to
tell the story of our journeyd. will refer to the works of acclaimed scholars, researchers and writers
such as Dr Basdeo Mangru, Dr Clem Seecharran, Dr Mohan Gautam, Dr Visnu Bisram, Dr
Chandershekar Bhat, Mr. Deo Gosar& othersTo them, we owe a debt of gratitude.

The Indian Diaspora Council convened the centennial commemoration of the abolition of Indian
indentureship in 12017 in Trinidad which was an astounding success.

Please note that this lecture is a discussion about the journeys from India to the former British colonie
and the lives of the Indians who took that journey and their descendants. A further discussion on the
journeys of their descendarsisbsequentlyo othercountriesshouldbe another lecture session.

Definition

It is generally known that@irmitiya is a descendant of Indian Indentured labourers who were taken
to Fiji during the period of Indian indentureship by the BritiSirmitiya canbe defined as blian
Indentured labourers and their descendants encompasstdnafian Indentured labourers who were
taken from India to several British, Dutch and French colonies during the period494326inder the
system of indenture labour.

Girmitiya today toal between 1215 million descendants of Indian indentured labourers residing in the
countries to which Indian indentured labourers were taken as well as those countries to which
descendants of Indian indentured labourers made their second journeys.

Reasonfor Indian Indentureship

The indentured labor trade was initiated to replace fAgadan slaves on sugar plantations in French
colonies and later British colonies in the 1830s, but expanded to many other locations around the
world. This trend of globdlow of indentured migrants developed after the end of the slave trade from
Africa and continued until shortly after World War 1. It involved the migratory experiences of the two
million Asians, Africans, and South Pacific islanders who signedternyg lebor contracts in return for
free passage overseas, modest wages, and other benefits. The experiences of these indentured mig
of different origins and destinations is compared in terms of their motives, conditions of travel,
struggles and inhuman cotidns, as well as subsequent creation of permanent overseas settlements.
The system of Indian indentureship takes into account the different motives of Indian indenture
labourers, recruiters and employers, as well as the colonial powers and profit mtivati
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British India, 1360
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Indian Migration Map (Courtesy of Dr Jagat Motwan)

Country Date of First Arrival & Ship Name Number of Arrivals
Guyana (formerly British Guiana) May 5, 1838 - Hesperus 238,909
Trinidad & Tobago May 31, 1845 - Fatal Razak 143,939
Guadeloupe December 24, 1854 - Aurélie 42,326
Jamaica May 7, 1845 - Maidstone 36,412
Suriname (formerly Dutch Guiana) June 5, 1873 - Lalla Rookh 34,000
Martinique May 6, 1853 - Aurelie 25,509
French Guiana(South America) 1854 19,276
St. Lucia May 6, 1859 - Palmyra 4354
Grenada January 27, 1857 - Maidstone 3,200
St. Vincent June 1, 1861 - Travancore 2472
Belize (formerly British Honduras) 1858 — Sepoy Indians 1,000 from 1857 revolt
located in Central America 1882 3,000 from Jamaica
St. Kitts June 3, 1861 - Dartmouth 361
Nevis 1874 315
St. Croix 1863 321
Reunion Island April 13, 1828 - Yangon 120 000
Seychelles 1898 6,315
South Africa November 16, 1860 - Truro 150,000
Fiji May 15, 1879 - Leonidas 60,965
Mauritius November 2, 1834 - Atlas 451,796

Note: The information above is compiled from various sources and its accuracy is based on information reviewed. Credit to the

many historians, researchers and authors whose information have been used to compile the listing above.

Compiled from various sources by Ashook Ramsaran — Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC)

Kolkata Memorial 2011 (Photos by Ashook Ramsaran)

Perspective

A T Hndian indenture systemwas an ongoing system ofdenture a form ofdebt bondageoy which
3.5 million Indiansweretransportedo various colonies dEuropearpowers to provide labour for the
(mainly sugar) plantations. It started frohe end of slaverin 1833 (Slavery Abolition Act)rd
continued until 1920. This resulted in the development of lerdj@an diasporawhich spread from the
Indian Ocean (i.éSouth Africa Kenyg TanzaniaMozambique MadagascaiZambig Zanzibar
UgandaMalawi, SeychellesRéunionandMauritius) to Pacific Ocean (i.€xiji), to theAtlantic Ocean
(i.e. theCaribbeanTrinidad and TobagdGuyana Suriname St. Kitts and NevisSt. Lucig Belize,
GuadeloupegMartinique GrenadaSaint Vincent and the GrenadinesdJamaica as well as the
growth ofIindo-Caribbeanindo-Fijian, Indo-Mauritian, andindo-Africanp o p u | aWikipedia. 0
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Perspective( Cont 6d)

Indian Indentureship waan intense and harrowing period for Indian labourers from several Indian
states to far away lands of then British, Dutch and French esldaireplenish desperately needed
labour after the British emancipation of slavery in 1834. The majority of those labourers were taken
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkand, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry.

March 20, 2017 marked tleentennial of official abolition of Indian Indentureship, an era spanning the
years 18341917.The history and consequences of Indian Indentureship are deeply embedded with
tremendous significance, importance, meaningful history and reflections to mfia@escendants

living in many countries which were the recipientsrafian Indentured labourers seeking better
livelihoods. These countries included: Mauritius, Fiji, Malaysia, South Africa, East Africa, Guyana,
Trinidad, Suriname, Jamaica, Belize,\&tcent, Grenada and other countries of the Caribbean, as
well as former French colonies of Reunion Island, Seychelles, Guadeloupe, Martinique and French
Guiana.

Also of significance is the continuing migratory second journeys and/or duality of Girsnito/a

their respective countries of birth to Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand, South Asia and
South East Asia, as well as other dialogue among Girmitiya countries. This trend has certainly addec
the dynamics of Girmitiya journeys to be addo the continuing dialogue among Girmitiyas and

others impacted by this 2@entury migratory trend.

S8 Wby and the 'S S Hesperns' arniving st port Georgetows,
Stk Galene, on May 5. 1638
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Places of Recruitment

Sailing From

Province

Districts of Recruitment

Calcutta and Bombay

Northwest Provinces

Allahabad, Azimfhur, Mirzapore, Beneras,
Gahazeepore, Goruckpore, Meerut,
Cawnpor, Barielly, Agra, Jansie, Jounpore

Calcutta and Bombay

Oudh

Oude, Lucknow, Seetapore, Sultanpore,
Faizabad, Roy Bareily

Calcutta and Bombay

Central India

Indore, Nagapore, Jubbulpore, Raipore,
Remah, Gwalior

Calcutta and Bombay

Bihar

Shahabad, Patna, Gya, Arrah, Sarun,
Tirhoot, Chumparan, Monghyr,
Bhagulpore

Calcutta and Bombay

Bengal

Calcutta 24, Pergunnahs, Howrah, Nuddea,
Burdwan, Moorshedabad, Jessore, Pubua,
Rungpore, Cooch Behar, Purneah, Chota,
Nagpore, Bankoora, Birbhum, Midnapore,
Sonthal, Pergunnahs, Dacca, Mymensingh,
Backergunge, Fureedpore

Calcutta and Bombay

Bombay Presidency
and Orissa

Cuttac, Balasore, Pooree

Calcutta and Bombay

Punjab Dependencies

Delhi, Umballa, Jullunder, Amritsur,
Lahore, Peshawar, Ferozepore, Gujarat

Madras

Salem, Combaconum, Tanjore, Cuddalore,
Trichinopoly, Chittoor, Madura,
Chingleput

(To Mauritius)

Telugu District

Ganjam, Vizagapatnam, Godavari, Guntur

(To Mauritius)

Pondicherry and Cochin




