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PRESS RELEASE        December 18, 2019 (EST-USA) 
 

Observance of International Migrants Day 2019 2019 
 

The Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC), in collaboration with its global membership and affiliates, is 

pleased to join with other organizations, associations, agencies and individuals in observance of International 

Migrants Day 2019, recognizing the movements of refugees and migrants, and commitments to enhance their protection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day 

“Throughout human history, migration has been a courageous expression of the individual’s will to overcome 

adversity and to live a better life. Today, globalization, together with advances in communications and transportation, 

has greatly increased the number of people, who have the desire and the capacity to move to other places. 
 

“This new era has created challenges and opportunities for societies throughout the world. It also has served to 

underscore the clear linkage between migration and development, as well as the opportunities it provides for co-

development, that is, the concerted improvement of economic and social conditions at both origin and destination. 
 

“Migration draws increasing attention in the world nowadays. Mixed with elements of unforeseeability, emergency, 

and complexity, the challenges and difficulties of international migration require enhanced cooperation and collective 

action among countries and regions. The United Nations is actively playing a catalyst role in this area, with the aim of 

creating more dialogues and interactions within countries and regions, as well as propelling experience exchange and 

collaboration opportunities. 
 

“Contrary to what some may believe, migrants play a vital role in the global economy. Studies show that immigrants 

bring growth and innovation in both the countries they come from, and in those they move to. Most Western nations 

face a demographic time-bomb as their aging populations and low birth rates mean that they will have to rely on 

immigrants to drive and sustain economic growth. It is, therefore, in the best interests of these developed nations to 

support a safe and orderly migration 
 

“On Sep. 19, 2016 the UN General Assembly adopted a set of commitments during its first ever summit on large 

movements of refugees and migrants to enhance the protection of refugees and migrants. These commitments are known 

as the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants (NY Declaration). The NY Declaration reaffirms the importance 

of the international protection regime and represents a commitment by Member States to strengthen and enhance 

mechanisms to protect people on the move. It paved the way for the adoption of 2 new global compacts in 2018: 

the global compact on refugees and the global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration”. 
 

World Migration Report 2020 

“Since 2000, International Organization for Migration (IOM) has been producing world migration reports. The World 

Migration Report 2020, the tenth in the world migration report series, has been produced to contribute to increased 

understanding of migration throughout the world. This new edition presents key data and information on migration as well as 

thematic chapters on highly topical migration issues”. https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/wmr_2020.pdf 
 
For more information, please contact Ashook Ramsaran @ ashookramsaran@gmail.com   
 

Indian Diaspora Council International (IDC), established in 1997, is an international non-profit organization with global affiliates and 

membership in 21 countries with the objective to embrace, engage, and enhance the shared heritage, aspirations, and interests of persons of 

Indian origin with optimum inclusivity. 

 

Today, more people than ever live in a country other than the one in which 

they were born. While many individuals migrate out of choice, many 

others migrate out of necessity. In 2019, the number of migrants globally 

reached an estimated 272 million, 51 million more than in 2010.  
 

“All migrants are entitled to equal protection of all their human 

rights. On this International Day, I urge leaders and people 

everywhere to bring the Global Compact to life, so that migration 

works for all”. United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
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